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Commission for Independent Education 
 

February 10, 2023 Meeting 
 

Staff Summary and Recommendation 
 
 
Institution: Techni-Pro Institute, LLC, Boca Raton (#2671) 
 
Background: 
 
On January 12, 2023, a member of Techni-Pro Institute’s staff, Ms. Gail Russ, was indicted (Exhibit I).  
On February 2, 2023, an on-site visit was conducted to determine the involvement of Ms. Russ in the 
institution’s operations (Exhibit II).  
 
Recommendation: 
 
Find that the institution is being operated in a manner contrary to the health, education, or welfare of the 
public based upon the institution’s substantial noncompliance with Rule 6E, F.A.C. Specifically, failure 
to provide a list of student enrollments, failure to provide a list of student graduates, failure to provide a 
listing of faculty and staff, failure to provide an organizational chart, failure to provide student files for 
inspection, failure to provide faculty and administrator files for inspection, and offering programs in an 
unlicensed delivery method.  
 
Order the institution to immediately cease enrolling new students and graduating current students until 
March 31, 2023. Order the institution to comply with the following conditions and report back to the 
March 2023 Commission meeting to determine further action: 
 

1. A list of all currently enrolled students to include the student’s name, address, phone number, 
email address, and program enrolled. 

2. A list of all graduates from the institution to include the student’s name, address, phone number, 
email address, and program enrolled. 

3. A list of all current and former faculty members, administrators and staff, to include their name, 
address, phone number, email address and primary responsibilities or courses taught. 

4. A list of all current and former NCLEX numbers for any program approved by the Florida Board 
of Nursing. 

 
Order the conditions listed above to be submitted to the Commission office within 7 days of the clerked 
order. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Commission for Independent Education 
 
FROM:   Meredith Pelton, Executive Director 

 Joey Smith, Operations and Program Manager 
 
DATE:   February 8, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Unannounced On-site Visit to Techni-Pro Institute, LLC (#2671) 
 
On February 2, 2023 we conducted an unannounced on-site visit to Techni-Pro Institute, LLC 
(#2671). Upon arrival, the security guard and receptionist greeted us. The receptionist informed 
Mr. Gilbert Hyppolite of our arrival and he proceeded to give a tour of the facility. We were also 
accompanied by the new Provost, Ms. Linda Simunek. No students were observed on-site during 
the tour.  
 
After the tour, we met with Mr. Hyppolite and Ms. Simunek. Ms. Simunek provided us with the 
program outlines for each of their programs. The outline stated that the programs were offered 
online (See attached). The Practical Nursing program is not approved by the Commission to be 
offered online. The Nursing (AS) program is only approved for the general education courses to 
be offered online. We asked for a list of currently enrolled students and a list of graduates. 
Neither list was provided while we were on-site and a list was not sent via email despite 
Commission staff sending a follow-up email requesting the documents (See attached). 
 
On February 3, 2023, Techni-Pro Institute sent a letter to students notifying them of the 
immediate temporary cessation of operations (See attached). Techni-pro did not notify 
Commission staff of the cessation. Numerous students contacted the Commission office 
beginning on Monday, February 6, 2023. These students notified Commission staff about the 
cessation and provided a copy of the notice sent to students.  
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